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Tameside's Funky Lizard celebrates its second anniversary this May 2009. This
booklet tells you all about the people in the community, voluntary and faith sector
who make a difference to the lives of families, children and young people. It also
explains how the Funky Lizard network helps the sector celebrate what it does,
how it learns together, and how it influences change for the sector and for the
people it serves. Funky Lizard would never have grown to where we are today
without the support of our partners and so we give special thanks to you all!

"It is fantastic to see the voluntary, community and
faith sector - the third sector - coming together
with partners from across Tameside and Greater
Manchester. The sector is valued for its innovation
and ability to reach out to the most vulnerable
people of Tameside. The Funky Lizard, the work
of the strategic representatives and the findings
of the workforce survey all demonstrate the third
sector's commitment to working in partnership to
achieve the best possible outcomes possible for
families, children and young people. | look forward
to watching the sector as it goes from strength to
strength.”

Councillor Allison Gwynne,

Cabinet Deputy,
Services for Children and Young People.

More Great News for the Future!

We are hoping to develop a new magazine 3 times
a year - Tameside's Funky Lizard - that will give
vol loads of useful information about working with
families, children and young people. It will include
briefings about new legisiation and how it applies
to you at a local level. As a taster we have included
the latest guldance from the government about
health - Healthy Lives, Brighter Future: the
strateqgy for children and young peopla's health.

The magazine will Include dates of network
meetings and frea training, and great stories about
what projects are doing locally. it will be your
magazine - 5o pleasa let us know what you will
find usaful,

Healthy Lives, Brighter Futures

In February 2009, the strategy Healthy Lives,
Brighter Future: the strategy for children and young
people’'s health was published by Children's
Secretary Ed Balls and Health Secretary Alan
Johnson. It sets out for the first time what children
and their families can expect from child health
services in their areas from birth through to the
age of 18.

Children and young people are healthier today
than they have ever been. There is more support
for parents, children and young people in achieving
good health and wellbaing and in mesting additional
health needs. The strateqy celebrates what has
been achleved and will build on success.

The areas that the government neaded to focus
on are where there were health inequalities for
some people, where there are concerning trends
—such as the rise in obesity — and what the public
and practitioners are concerned about. This strategy
commits partners across the health and children
and young people’s services to achleving world-
class health outcomes for all. People are to be
empowered to make healthy choices for themssives
through good information and support programmes
that raise self esteem. Services of the highest
quality are to be provided so that people have
axcellent experlences when using them.

Your project can get involved by becoming a partner with
Change4l ife - you will also all sorts of free resources to
use at your project, your activities

will be advertised on a national Chﬁﬂsﬂ'

website and you can use their logo.

You can find out more on 4 l F
www.nhs.uk/ChangedLife or ring I e

0300 123 434 to speak to someona. == === e

Please become a member of the funky lizard!
You will have the opportunity to influence change
In all sorts of different ways — from taking part in
a ten minute survey, getting involved in events or
becoming a strategic representative. You will have
a key point of contact at T3SC who will make sure
that you get the right help and information at the
right time. We will facilitate, and be involved, in
fantastic events whera you can showcasa your
work to partners across Tameside and Greater
Manchester.

Record Levels of Investment in
Earvleufurnhuhlad Children.

Together with funding previously announced, linked to
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further £340 million to support children with disabilities
“and thelr families - bringing the total Investment in
-mhmﬂiﬁmwmmmh-
‘to a record E770 million.

local areas to work together to support
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in pailiative care and end of life services, short breals
‘community equipment and wheeichar services, The

two main organisations working with the councll and
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Ed Balls announced that:

“With schools, GP practices, hospitals, Sure Start
Children's Centre's, the voluntary sector and
government all playing their part in helping to the
establish good habits in childhood, this will provide
the basis for lifelong health, happiness and wellbeing
for every child in the country.*

The Child Health Strategy, Healthy Lives, Brighter
Future: the strategy for children and young people's
health can be found at:
http/fwww.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandst
atistica/Publicatlons/PublicationsPolicyAnd
Guidance/DH_094400

Significant health inequalities exist between different
areas and communities within Tameside, with some
wards featuring amongst the worst in the country.
The Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSMA) produced
for the first time this year describes the current and
future health, care and well-being needs of the |ocal
population. it includes a section dedicated to children
and young people and identifies relevant health and
social care issues and commissioning priorities — for
maore information on this get in touch with Anna Hynes,
the Health and Social Care Network Officer at T3SC.
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